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COVID-19 PANDEMIC WEEKLY UPDATE #2,  

PLEASE READ 
 

Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whaanau, 
 
This weekly update (Update #2) would normally come out on a Monday, however we thought it more timely 
to send today after the latest announcements from the Prime Minister over the weekend. 
 
As you will know, the number of cases in New Zealand are increasing and we are doing our best to monitor 
this for your children, our staff and the wider community. We are keeping up to date with information from 
the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education and Prime Ministers announcements.  
 
We wish to share the following; 
 

If you are at high-risk, you are advised to stay at home regardless. This includes if you are over 70, have a 
compromised immune system or have underlying health conditions.  
 
As a family, we need you to consider the direct impact and interrelated impact of this statement in 
regard to your personal family circumstances.  
 
We encourage you to talk to your children about the measures we will be taking at School with their 
health and safety in mind. 
 
We are beginning to work with staff members that for personal and family reasons are now having to 
work from home. We will continue doing our best to minimise disruption. 
 
We need to be practical and sensible about this, but we do need to change our practices. As hard as it is, we 
need to follow this advice from our Prime Minister and the Ministry of Health, to keep everyone safe.  
 
Slowing down the spread of the virus is vital to protect people’s health and to ensure that our health system 
can cope and look after New Zealanders that become sick. 

For us, from Monday, this will look like: 
Children  

● Rutherford will be eating lunch between Room 1 to the sandpit area 
● Hillary will eat lunch between the flagpole and the entranceway garden 
● Blake will eat lunch on the astroturf 
● Batten will eat lunch between Room 14 and the Flagpole 
● Wet breaks - eating within classrooms and using decks where appropriate 
● Social distancing will be encouraged including practical steps in the classroom environment 

Staff  
● Morning teas for staff will take place at the normal time, however, in the hall. This will allow for 

greater social distancing.  



● Some staff will be working from home.  
● Continue to maintain high levels of hygiene in our classroom/workspace areas 
● On Monday morning senior management will talk to each class emphasising social 

distancing/space including the playground, sports, tag, hygiene and changes to eating areas  

Hygiene 
As a school, we are doing our best to ensure that we are providing a clean environment for your children, 
our staff and anyone who comes onto our school site. Staff are continuing an enhanced cleaning 
schedule including all classroom surfaces and doors daily. 
 
Over the weekend we had Community Service Workers clean some outside building surfaces to adult 
head height. We would welcome volunteers on Monday to help finish this job off. We would ask you bring 
a bucket and rag and meet on the Astroturf at 9:00am.  
 
The playgrounds were cleaned over the weekend by Wash Rite and are now sanitised and disinfected. We 
thank Wash Rite for their service as they are going around many Waikato Schools doing this free of 
charge. 

Large Group Gatherings 
Unfortunately, we will NOT be holding our whole school fortnightly assemblies together as a school. 
However, we are working on providing a pre recorded video through our school Facebook page. Room 15 
is presenting on Friday and will be the first class to experience this.  
 
The Hillary and Rutherford Swimming Sports will now run under a different format. These competitive 
events will now be on: 
 

Wednesday 25th of March.  
 
Teachers will advise the children who will be competing in competitive events 

● 8 year olds will swim: 25m Freestyle, Breaststroke, Backstroke 
● 9-10 year olds will swim:  50m Freestyle, Breaststroke, Backstroke 

 
These events will be run without spectators or parent time keepers and only competitive events will be 
raced throughout the day. Children will be brought out to the pool in asmall groups when they are due to 
race. 
 
Interschool Swimming Sports has been cancelled for 2020. 

Website 
Go to our school website page and click on parent information > COVID-19 where you will find further 
information including key links.  

Online Planning  
Last week Mrs Baylis and Mrs Jargo-Sutton taught their classes from home. This was a trial exercise to 
identify any issues that may arise. We have taken feedback from both teachers, adults and children in the 
home environment (classroom). From this, we now have all of our teachers planning, trialling and 
practicing for online learning.  
 
We have prepared take home reading packs for Blake and Batten children and packs for other individual 
children throughout the remainder of the school. These packs will supplement any online learning that will 
be ready to be rolled out if our school were to close.  
 
We are now preparing for the possibility of further children away because of health or other family 
circumstances relating to the new government announcement this weekend. We will review how we can 
offer some sort of remote learning to these families. Please understand that our teachers health and 
well-being will be at the forefront of our thinking around how this will be delivered.  

Sickness 
We are asking you to keep your child/ren at home if they are unwell. We will be sending home any child 
that arrives at school that we deem to be unwell.  



Symptoms 
It is important for you to be aware of the symptoms identified by the Ministry of Health. 

● a cough 
● a high temperature (at least 38°C) 
● shortness of breath. 

 
These symptoms do not necessarily mean you have COVID-19. The symptoms are similar to other 
illnesses that are much more common, such as cold and flu. 
 
We do not yet know how long symptoms take to show after a person has been infected, but current World 
Health Organization assessments suggest that it is 2–10 days. 
 
If you, your child or member of your household have any of these symptoms it is very important for you to 
contact Health Line on 0800 611 116 to seek advice or the CoronaVirus Health Advice Line on 0800 358 
5453 

Travel  
Please let the office or classroom teacher know if you have anyone staying with you that have recently 
travelled. All travellers into New Zealand have to self isolate for 14 days from their country of departure.  

Possible contact and Self-Isolation 
Staying home is a precautionary measure to protect those around you – your family, friends, colleagues - 
from possibly contracting COVID-19. Self-isolation is an effective measure of prevention. We are asking 
people to take simple, common-sense steps to avoid close contact with other people as much as 
possible. We know it may be a stressful time, but taking these measures will help protect you, your family, 
and all of New Zealand from COVID-19 and other common infectious diseases. 
 
As much as possible, you should limit your contact with people other than the family 
members/companions you travelled with. You should avoid having visitors to your home, but it is okay for 
friends, family or delivery drivers to drop off food and supplies, provided they limit physical distance with 
you when doing so.  
 
If you return from international travel and are in a home where the others who live with you haven’t 
travelled, you should minimise close contact with them by avoiding situations where you have face-to-face 
contact closer than 2 meters for more than 15 minutes. The other household residents do not need to 
self-isolate provided these precautions are closely followed. 
 
You should not share dishes, drinking glasses, cups, eating utensils, towels, pillows or other items with 
other people in your home. After using these items, you should wash them thoroughly with soap and 
water, place them in the dishwasher for cleaning or wash them in your washing machine. You should have 
your own toilet paper, hand towels, toothpaste, and other personal supplies. 
 
Contact Healthline for free on 0800 358 5453 if you begin to feel unwell. The symptoms of COVID-19 are 
cough, fever, and shortness of breath.  
 
We will keep a register of children and families in self-isolation.  

Where to find information 
You will be able to find this information and future information about the COVID-19 Pandemic through the 
many communication pathways we have. These being: 

● School Website 
● LINCED emails 
● School App 
● Facebook page 
● Ministry of Health 
● NZ Government Covid-19 

Challenging times, however we are up for the challenge and will get through this by supporting each other.  
 
Kia kaha, aroha nui 

https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus
https://covid19.govt.nz/


 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
 
 

Mike Pettit (Principal)                                                  Andrea Twaddle (Board Chair) 

 



 

 

 


