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Welcome to Room 10!   
Dear Parents/Caregivers,
Hello, my name is Kate Monaghan and I am your child’s teacher this year. I would like to introduce myself and let you know what you can expect from me as your child’s teacher.
I am originally from the Wairarapa where I grew up on diary farm. I completed my study at Canterbury University before moving to the Waikato. I started my position at Cambridge Primary School in Term 2, 2009. My interests include; spending time with family and friends, art, music and keeping fit through a variety of sports. I am very enthusiastic about literacy and believe that reading and writing are the most important skills your child will learn in their first 2 years at school. 
Part of my role is to be syndicate leader of the Batten Syndicate. With this role I will be out of class most Thursdays. Sarah Gibbs will teach Room 10 on these days. In week 4 of term 2, I will be taking leave from school for an exciting experience to travel to the UK and Europe. Sarah will then be Room 10’s teacher, so the children will already know her well by then. Routines and behaviour management will remain consistent. We aim to work together to make the change over as smooth as possible for the children. 
What you can expect from me:

· Your child will bring home a new reader every night except Fridays (when it will be a poem)

· I will hear your child read Monday to Thursday as part of a reading group.

· Your child will be treated with respect and in a caring manner and in return will be expected to follow the class rules.

· I enjoy teaching so much and I enjoy making learning fun for the children.

· Good communication when concerns arise. I am very approachable and hope that you feel you can come to me with any worries you may have. I will keep you informed of your child’s progress both formally and informally.

· Fair treatment. I won’t accept any incidences of hitting, swearing or bullying and I will deal with these very firmly in the first instance. You will be notified if your child is involved. I will always follow the school wide behaviour plan (traffic lights.)

At the end of each day (2.50pm) we will have reflection time. This is a chance for your child to reflect and ask questions about their learning. Feel free to join us at this time! 

WANTED:

· One box of tissues per child (for the whole class to use throughout the year, particularly in winter.

· Support-in making your child independent. Please make them put their reading and homework books away themselves in the morning and encourage them to pack their own bags. 
· Parent help. There are always many little extra jobs to be done in a classroom e.g. ruling up books, putting away library books, and providing extra reading support etc., if you feel you might like to help in anyway, please let me know. 
I am really looking forward to teaching your child! We are going to have a fantastic start to the year with lots of exciting learning experiences! I will do my best to help them achieve to their highest potential.
Kind Regards,
Kate Monaghan
31st January 2012
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